WOMEN
AND
DISASTER
1 Anastario, M., Shehab, N. & Lawry, L. (March,
2009). “Increased Gender-based Violence
Among Women Internally Displaced in Mississippi Two Years Post-Hurricane Katrina.”
Disaster Med Public Health Preparedness 3(1):
18-26.
2 Enarson, E., & Phillips, B. D. (2008). Invitation
to a new feminist disaster sociology: integrating
feminist theory and methods. In B. D. Phillips
& B. H. Morrow (Eds.), Women and Disasters:
From Theory to Practice (pp. 41-74). USA:
International Research Committee on Disasters.
3 Austin, D. W. (31.7.2008). Hyper-Masculinity
and Disaster: Gender Role Constructi on in the
Wake of Hurricane Katrina. Paper presented at
the American Sociological Association Annual
Meeting. Retrieved from htt p://www.allacademic.com/meta/p241530_index.html
4 VicHealth. (2009). National Survey on Community Attitudes to Violence Against Women
2009 Changing cultures, changing attitudes –
preventing violence against women: A summary
of findings. Carlton: Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation.

Relationship violence, child abuse and divorce have
increased in the wake of overseas disasters. In the US,
a 2009 study1 showed a four-fold increase in intimate
partner violence following Hurricane Katrina. The
increase was driven by first-time occurrences of violence
amongst displaced people.

N

EW ZEALAND POLICE REPORTED A 53% INCREASE in call-outs to
domestic violence incidents over the weekend of the Canterbury
earthquake on 4th September 2010.

the link between disaster and increased violence against women,
they attribute possible causes to heightened stress through homelessness, depression, PTSD, financial problems and alcohol abuse.

In Australia, there is no published research on relationship violence
and disaster, yet Australians have a 1 in 6 estimated lifetime exposure
to natural disaster.

A leading US disaster researcher, Elaine Enarson, wrote that from
Peru to Alaska, men cope through alcohol abuse and aggression.2
Another, Duke Austin, wrote of a kind of ‘hypermasculinity’ that
emerges from the stress and loss that can lead to increased levels
of violence.3

It is hard to acknowledge relationship violence when a man may
have acted heroically or is traumatised and is now struggling, perhaps
with unemployment or suicidal thoughts.

OTHER PEOPLE’S
‘NEEDS
ARE GREATER
THAN MINE
’

Relationship violence is a taboo subject. It’s always been hard for
women to report, but this is taken to a new level after a disaster.
We have heard that women are sacrificing their own needs ‘for the
greater good’. ‘Other people’s needs are greater than mine.’ And of
course, after a disaster, support services are stretched.
In this context, relationship violence, may be unrecognised and
unrecorded during and in the aftermath of disaster.

Yet, some women have experienced violent behaviour from their
partners post disasters, and recovery workers need to be alert to the
possibility of abuse, isolation and exclusion of women.
Abuse may be psychological, financial, physical or sexual, and may
include property damage and stalking. Where researchers have noted
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OMMUNITY ATTITUDES CONTINUE to excuse this violence.
A 2006 VicHealth survey found that a large proportion of
Australians believed ‘relationship violence can be excused if it results
from temporary anger or results in genuine regret’.4 Such violence
may even be seen as legitimate, and excused because this is ‘the way
men behave’. After a disaster, all kinds of behaviour is excused as existing social structures and norms are put on hold while a community
recovers.

Alongside this, demands on women - caring for children and the
elderly, looking out for community members, volunteering and
increased workloads - can be excessive and increase the stress on
individuals, families and communities. Lack of services and difficulty
in accessing services because of childcare and transport restraints can
further endanger and isolate women.
Single women, lesbians, widows, single mothers and divorced
women can be overlooked in the recovery process and become
further isolated from mainstream services and support, including
financial aid.

AS WORKERS IN COMMUNITIES
PLANNING FOR DISASTERS OR
IN DISASTER RECOVERY, WHAT
CAN WE DO?
This information is drawn from a
literature review by Women’s Health
Goulburn North East for a study of
women’s experience of violence after
disasters. For the full document and
references, see:

Ask women if they feel safe.

www.whealth.com.au

Ensure caseworkers are aware of this and services are available.

Contact Women’s Health Goulburn
North East for more information:

Engage women in the recovery and disaster planning process – not
every woman needs to make sandwiches.

www.whealth.com.au/environmentaljustice

Support them to access appropriate services.
Be aware that women are at increased risk of violence and male
control over resources.

Think leadership, non-traditional skills programs and decision-making.
Resist stereotypes.
Compensate women for their participation in planning and recovery
and provide support for their participation, such as childcare and
transport.
Do not overburden them.
Tap women’s knowledge about their community.
Identify sex-specific needs. Use existing women’s networks.
Collect data and get the facts on women, men and children.
Track where relief funds go - or don’t go.

(Adapted from the work of Elaine Enarson.)
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THE
RELEVANCE
OF GENDER
IN DISASTER
RISK

Women’s experiences during the Victorian Black
Saturday bushfires were researched by Women’s
Health Goulburn North East (late 2009 to 2011).1
This research provided new insights about how to
keep women and children safer during disasters.
These are the findings regarding determining role of
gender – in a nutshell.

THERE ARE DIFFERENT VULNERABILITIES IN DISASTER DEPENDING ON
GENDER

1 See full report, ‘The Way He Tells It’ at

www.whealth.com.au/environmentaljustice

Disasters are managed in a gendered way. We see the role of men
as protector and women as protected. In the most obvious example,
women’s place is seen as being at home with the children while
men’s place is seen as being primarily at the frontline fighting
bushfires. Although historically more men have died than women
in bushfires, until Black Saturday the gap between male and female
deaths in Australian bushfires was closing, and in two fires, had
actually reversed (Haynes et al., 2008).

Q. What’s the relevance of

gender to disaster planning?

A.

The way we construct gender roles creates different risks for
men and women in disasters. It is these circumstances that must be
taken into account and planned for – without the assumption that
men will be tough and women will be protected.

‘WOMEN AND CHILDREN FIRST’ IS EXPOSED AS A MYTH

In a disaster, we all draw on the myth that women will be looked
after by men. However, research has found that this is not what
happens during disasters. We are not insisting that men risk their
lives for women – men have an equal right to be human and flawed.
Rather, we urge inclusion of women’s experiences and recognition of
the important role women play in disasters.

WOMEN AND DISASTER
SNAPSHOT

2

Q. What does this have to do
with disaster planning?

A.

Disaster planning that assumes a set of characteristics of men
and another of women is predicated on inaccuracy. When women’s
voices are heard and documented, it is revealed that the ‘knight in
shining armour’ during a disaster is equally likely to be a woman as
a man. For many children being driven out of the fires on Black
Saturday, their protector was a woman. Their mum saved their lives.

A DIFFERENT GENDERED APPROACH TO DISASTER IS NEEDED – ONE
THAT IS BASED ON THE REALITY OF WOMEN’S EXPERIENCES.

We know that, especially with bushfire, women are often left with
the responsibility of home and children as mostly men join efforts to
fight the fire. Indeed, their vulnerability was highlighted in a report
two months before Black Saturday (Haynes, et al., 2008). One
woman captured the consequences of believing men can protect
women and children when she said, ‘He was my fire plan’. As a
result, she almost died. He was unable to leave the fire front and any
plans for protecting her had to be abandoned due to the
magnitude of the disaster..

Q. What needs to change in
planning for disaster?

A.

Women must be included equally in all levels of disaster
planning and recovery planning, and this planning must address the

reality that women alone or with children are likely to be trying to
protect properties or trying to escape.
Contact Women’s Health Goulburn
North East for more information:
www.whealth.com.au/environmentaljustice

GENDER ROLES MEAN WOMEN ARE CONSIDERED TO BE THE PRIMARY
CARER OF CHILDREN. THIS DISADVANTAGES WOMEN IN THE AFTERMATH OF DISASTERS.

After the fires, it seemed that society expected women to care for
children – no matter what. This same expectation was not levelled
at men.

Q. Why was this a problem?
A.

Financial stress is a major consideration after disasters like
bushfires that destroy homes, properties, cars and belongings. If
women are unable to work because the father of the children is not
sharing their care, then women are financially disadvantaged. This
situation occurred both in separated couples and those still together.
Women felt their children needed careful parenting because of the
trauma they had experienced and often, the loss of friends and life
as they knew it. If fathers were physically and/or emotionally absent,
they felt pressure to take on this role full-time. The lack of options
for women returning to work after the fires was compounded by the
physical burning of schools, kindergartens and child-care premises.

SOME MEN DISPLAYED A KIND OF ‘HYPER-MASCULINITY’ DURING
AND AFTER THE DISASTER.

The magnitude of the fires was unexpected and overwhelming to
those who survived.

I AM A MAN, AND I
‘CAN
DO HAS BEEN
’ IN SO MANY
DEFEATED
MEN. THINGS THEY
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COULDN’T DO AND
THEY COULDN’T BE AND
SO MUCH WAS LOST.
(RESEARCH PARTICIPANT)
Some men sought to regain a sense of control of their environment
through extreme behaviours. Women described a kind of hyper-masculinity displayed by their partners both during and in the aftermath
of the fires.

Q. What do you mean, ‘hypermasculinity’?

A.

Hyper-masculinity refers to the acting out of exaggeratedly
masculine characteristics by some men. The atmosphere of impending
disaster seemed to excite some men, who took themselves into the
danger rather than away from it. Women described their partners
as wanting to do something and feeling frustrated. They appeared
to take unnecessary risks. In the weeks and months afterwards, for
some men, other risk-taking behaviours became commonplace.

IT WAS LIKE BOYS’ OWN
ADVENTURE. ... WELL,
HE SEEMED TO BE IN
HIS ELEMENT.
(RESEARCH PARTICIPANT)
WHAT CAN WE DO?

Recognise that the way men and women act is often the result of
social conditioning and these gendered roles can leave women at a
disadvantage both during and after disasters.

THE
HIDDEN
DISASTER
FAMILY VIOLENCE
FOLLOWING
NATURAL DISASTERS
1 See full report, ‘The Way He Tells It’ at

www.whealth.com.au/environmentaljustice

Women’s experiences of the Victorian Black Saturday
bushfires were researched by Women’s Health Goulburn
North East (late 2009 to 2011). This research provided
new insights into keeping women and children safer
during disasters.1 These are the findings regarding family violence – in a nutshell.
For further information about family violence – also in a
nutshell – see the Australian Domestic and Family Violence
Clearinghouse website:

http://www.adfvc.unsw.edu.au/fast_facts.htm.
FAMILY VIOLENCE INCREASES IN THE AFTERMATH OF DISASTERS.

Q. What evidence is there for

increased family violence after
disaster?

A.www.whealth.com.au.

See Snapshot 1 and read the executive summary or full report

at:

WHAT CAN WE DO?

Plan ahead to prevent it. Develop strategies to prevent and respond
to family violence in your community post-disaster.
WOMEN ARE MORE VULNERABLE TO FAMILY VIOLENCE AFTER DISASTERS.

Q. Why?
A.

Women’s increased vulnerability financially, practically and
emotionally, combined with post-traumatic stress and increased
relationship tensions may contribute to a partner using violence.

Q. Why are women more
reluctant to seek help?
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A.

After Black Saturday, there was unspoken, yet enormous
pressure on women not to be ‘disloyal’ and not to speak about
men’s violence for many reasons – ‘what the men had been through’,
‘how heroic they had been’, ‘how they were acting out of character’,
‘it was just the alcohol’ or ‘they were depressed or unemployed, or
feeling suicidal’. Yet, women themselves were traumatised, with
uncertain futures and often with responsibilities for the emotional
welfare of children.
For many who survived, the fires remain raw and traumatic.

YEAH, IT WAS A DAY.
BUT I KNOW THAT
FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE
TRAUMATISED FROM
THIS, THAT HAVE LOST
THEIR FRIENDS OR EVEN
SEEN HORRIFIC STUFF,
THAT’S GOING TO FEEL
LIKE YESTERDAY TO
THEM, FOR THE NEXT
TEN YEARS. (RESEARCH PARTICIPANT)
WHAT CAN WE DO?

Before, during and after disasters, challenge expectations that men
will behave in a defined ‘masculine’ way – encourage safe expression
of emotion. Give women options for referral and support.

WAS WHAT PEOPLE
NEEDED. THEY DIDN’T
ALL HAVE THE EXACT
Q. What happened when women SAME TRAINING (AND
WERE NOT) ASKING
did ask for help?
THE QUESTION ABOUT
A.
With family, some were ignored, accused of over-reacting
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AT
and blamed for not caring well enough for their men. Friends and
work colleagues did not want to get involved, fearing violence or
ANY POINT ... PEOPLE
confrontation themselves, and leaving the woman unsupported. The
women told of trying to get help from different services, different
ARE SUSPICIOUS, BUT
workers. They spoke of health professionals failing to follow up on
THEY DON’T ASK.
initial conversations, and willing to drop the issue if the man denied
WHEN WOMEN HAD THE COURAGE TO SPEAK ABOUT THEIR PARTNERS’
VIOLENCE AND SEEK HELP, THE COMMUNITY SEEMED MORE LIKELY THAN
EVER TO EXCUSE MEN AND PREVENT ACTION TO PROTECT WOMEN AND
CHILDREN.

any violence or simply passing the woman on to some other service.
Ultimately, many women gave up. One woman, after finishing our
interview, said, ‘I’ll get out of here in a box’, revealing her level of
fear and surrender.
WHAT CAN WE DO?

FAMILY VIOLENCE WAS NOT RECORDED SYSTEMATICALLY.

RECOVERY WORKERS WERE RARELY QUALIFI ED TO WORK WITH FAMILY
VIOLENCE.

It is clear and uncontroversial that accurate statistics should be kept
so that disaster planning and response is based on evidence. This did
not happen after Black Saturday.

(THEY) DIDN’T EVEN ASK
ABOUT IT (FAMILY
VIOLENCE). ALL THEY
WANTED TO KNOW
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WHAT CAN WE DO?

Ensure everyone working in human services post-disaster has undertaken the Common Risk Assessment Framework (or similar) training
to identify and respond to family violence.

Name it: say the word ‘violent’ and not ‘stressed’ and ‘angry’, and
give options for referral and support.

Recovery workers need to be able to identify family violence and
respond effectively with referrals.

WOMEN AND DISASTER
SNAPSHOT

(RESEARCH PARTICIPANT)

Q. What’s your evidence that
data was not recorded?

A.

All attempts by the researchers to quantify an increase from
official sources were unsuccessful.
See www.whealth.com.au/environmentaljustice.2

Q. Weren’t health professionals,
counsellors and police just being
sensitive to traumatised men?

A.

Family violence is a crime at any time. Women, too, were survivors of Black Saturday and they should not be expected to suffer
further assaults.. Men’s trauma is no justification for their violence.
If men use violence, they are violent men and this cannot be simply
excused and ignored.

‘

HE SAYS, I NEARLY DIED,
SO I SHOULD BE ABLE TO
DO WHATEVER I WANT
WHICH I CAN UNDERSTAND, BUT IT TOOK ME
MONTHS AND MONTHS
TO WORK OUT THAT I
NEARLY DIED TOO.

’

WHEREAS HE WOULD HOLD IT BACK
IF WE WERE IN FRONT OF PEOPLE
NORMALLY, HE REALLY EMBRACED
THE WHOLE, ‘I CAN BE AN ABSOLUTE
PRICK TO EVERYBODY AND I CAN GET
AWAY WITH IT BECAUSE I CAN SAY
I’VE BEEN THROUGH THE FIRES AND
I’M TRAUMATISED’.
(RESEARCH PARTICIPANT)
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Q. Why is it so important to
record family violence?

A.

All health planning demands a solid evidence-base for funds
to be committed. Unless the increase in family violence following disaster is quantified with clear and consistent recording, data
will remain unconvincing to policy makers and funding bodies, and
responses to family violence will remain inadequate.
WHAT CAN WE DO?

Devise methods for compiling accurate statistics on family violence,
such as including a ‘family violence’ tick-box in data collection forms
of all disaster recovery support workers so it is not hidden beneath
other presenting issues, and train staff in the importance of accurate
recording.
MEN WERE RELUCTANT TO ACCESS THE COUNSELLING THAT WAS OFFERED AFTER BLACK SATURDAY.

Q. The counselling was there for
men, wasn’t it?

A.

Men were overwhelmingly reluctant to seek help for any
personal problem – especially mental or emotional. The women
consulted occasionally spoke about the inadequacies of the help
their partners were offered, but more often they spoke about their
partners’ refusal to access formal support services.

The very male cultures in emergency services undermined offers
ofsupport. Where debriefing was offered, it seemed that men had
to reveal to others that they were seeking help, and this was seen as
aweakness – at least initially. The consequences of lack of appropriate support for men can be devastating. Two women interviewed
in this research called the police when their husbands attempted
suicide. One woman knew of three suicide attempts amongst her
husband’s crew and suggested it was commonplace.

EVERY TIME YOU HEAR
ABOUT SOMEBODY, IT’S
A MAN, IT’S ALWAYS
MEN, READY TO CHECK
OUT RATHER THAN
FACE ANOTHER DAY.
SOMETHING’S GOT TO
CHANGE. (RESEARCH PARTICIPANT)
WHAT CAN WE DO?

Provide Mental Health First-Aid courses (tailored to include disaster
trauma and family violence) to communities in disaster-prone areas.
Investigate mandatory counselling for emergency services workers in
the immediate post-disaster period – particularly in male-dominated
organisations. Investigate alternative ways of supporting men in the
aftermath of a disaster.
THERE WAS A SUDDEN AND APPARENTLY WIDESPREAD RELIANCE ON
ALCOHOL AND DRUGS IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE FIRES.

The impact of the fires, compounded by major life stresses such as
unemployment and homelessness, perhaps led to this reliance for
both men and women. For some men, alcohol changed their personality, endangering those close to them.

I MEAN HE HAS HIS
GOOD MOMENTS
AND HE CAN TAKE
ONE MOUTHFUL OF
WOMEN AND DISASTER
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ALCOHOL AND THAT’S
IT, HE CHANGES.
(RESEARCH PARTICIPANT)

THE MEN REALLY STARTED TO DRINK.
THE WHOLE STREET ... THEY WERE
GETTING TOGETHER AS BLOKES. IT
WAS PROBABLY ABOUT TEN BLOKES.
(RESEARCH PARTICIPANT)
WHAT CAN WE DO?

Ensure alcohol-free and family friendly community events are included
in recovery planning and include responsible drinking advertising in
community spaces.
DISASTER SURVIVORS NEED SUPPORT TO RETURN TO WORK.

Q. There was plenty of work

after the destruction left by the
fires wasn’t there?

A.

There was no shortage of unpaid – and overwhelming – work
in clearing and rebuilding. Paid work was another issue. For some,
the fire had literally destroyed their livelihood both in a material
sense and psychologically. Attempts to find other paid work were
thwarted, too, by demands that were excessive for traumatised people with no concession for easing in to a full time workload. There
were few options for a gradual return to work that would support
physical and mental recovery and growth of confidence such as paid
work on a part-time basis.

Contact Women’s Health Goulburn
North East for more information:
www.whealth.com.au/environmentaljustice

WHAT CAN WE DO?

Employ local men and women in paid reconstructi on efforts, and
offer a gradual and supported re-entry to the workforce.
IT IS CRITICAL TO INCLUDE WOMEN’S EXPERIENCES AND KNOWLEDGE IN
DISASTER PLANNING AND RECOVERY.

Our intention with this research is to inform practitioners, policy
makers and funders, leading to improved current service delivery,
and more inclusive post-disaster planning. It will fill a gap in considering the unique experience of women, thereby giving a gendered
account of the dynamics of this disaster – with clear implications for
other Australian disasters.
WHAT CAN WE DO?

Include women at all levels in disaster prevention, response and recovery.
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CHECKLISTS
TO KEEP WOMEN
AND CHILDREN
SAFE AFTER
NATURAL
DISASTERS

Women’s experiences during the Victorian Black
Saturday bushfires were researched by Women’s
Health Goulburn North East (late 2009 to 2011).1
This research provided new insights about how to
keep women and children safer during disasters.

CHECKLIST FOR ...
DISASTER PREVENTION
AGENCIES RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE ELIMINATION
OR REDUCTION OF THE
INCIDENCE OR SEVERITY
OF EMERGENCIES AND
THE MITIGATION OF
THEIR EFFECTS
(Ambulance Victoria, Aust. Attorney
General’s Dept., Red Cross – RediPlan,
Building Commission, BOM, CMA,
Coroners Court, CFA, DEECD, DH, DHS,
DPI, DSE, DOT, Emergency Broadcasters,
EnergySafe, EPA, Life Saving Victoria,
MFB, Municipal Councils, OESC, OFSC,
Parks Vic, St John’s, Vic Roads, VicPol,
SES, WorkSafe)2
1 See full report, ‘The Way He Tells It’ at

www.wheatlh.com.au/environmentaljustice
2 From Emergency Management Manual Victoria:
Part 7 (2010)

http://www.oesc.vic.gov.au/emergencymanual
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Educate disaster-prone communities about the probable health
effects of disaster before a disaster occurs. Include the possible
exacerbation of previous traumas
Tailor Mental Health First-Aid courses to include disaster trauma
and the probability of increased family violence, and provide them
annually to communities in disaster-prone areas
Develop strategies to prevent and respond to family violence in
your community after a disaster
Establish methods for compiling accurate statistics on family
violence, e.g.
• Prioritise the inclusion of a ‘family violence’ tick-box in
data collection forms so it is not hidden beneath other
presenting issues
• Review Victoria Police Code of Practice for the Investigation
of Family Violence to ensure accurate recording of family
violence after disasters

Increase long-term funding for family violence services in communities affected by disaster
Police to establish a new position of Disaster Liaison Officer
with expertise in the dynamics of disaster and family violence
and with a designated role in disaster recovery meetings
Police to investigate ways to ensure the safety of women,
children and communities, whilst being aware of the pressures
on disaster survivors
Establish National Disaster Guidelines that:
• ensure accurate family violence statistics are recorded by
all personnel responding to disaster e.g. health & community
services and police
• state the need for relationship and family counselling in
the immediate aftermath of a disaster and on a long-term
ongoing basis

In policies and in response measures such as case management,
include women and children as ‘vulnerable’ groups

Recognise that the way men and women act is often the result
of social conditioning and these gendered roles can leave
women at a disadvantage both during and after disasters

Establish a National Preferred Provider Register to list disaster
trauma practitioners who have a sound understanding of family
violence

Before, during and after disasters, challenge expectations that
men will behave in a defined ‘masculine’ way – encourage
expression of emotion

CHECKLISTS
TO KEEP WOMEN
AND CHILDREN
SAFE AFTER
NATURAL
DISASTERS

Women’s experiences during the Victorian Black
Saturday bushfires were researched by Women’s
Health Goulburn North East (late 2009 to 2011).1
This research provided new insights about how to
keep women and children safer during disasters.

CHECKLIST FOR ...
DISASTER RESPONSE
SERVICES RESPONSIBLE
FOR COMBATING OF
EMERGENCIES AND THE
PROVISION OF RESCUE
AND IMMEDIATE RELIEF
SERVICES
(Response Coordination Agency: VicPol,
DH, CFA/MFB, Defence Forces, DPI,
DSE, EPA, Water Authorities, DOT,
VicRoads, Red Cross, Ambulance Vic,
Municipal Councils, VicRelief Foodbank,
Salvation Army, BOM, WorkSafe, DPC)

1 See full report, ‘The Way He Tells It’ at

www.wheatlh.com.au/environmentaljustice
Contact Women’s Health Goulburn
North East for more information:
www.whealth.com.au/environmentaljustice

Be alert to the increase of family violence after disasters
Ensure those working in human services post-disasters have
undertaken Common Risk Assessment Framework (or similar)
training to identify and respond effectively to family violence
Include specialist FV services in disaster response and recovery
planning bodies
Include women at all levels in disaster response and recovery
planning bodies
Name it: Say the word ‘violent’ – not ‘stressed’ and ‘angry’
Seek out specialist family violence services for advice and refer
people to them
Explore ways for emergency services workers – especially police
and fire-fighters – to return to families immediately after the
initial trauma of the disaster and where possible, backfill with
personnel from other regions
Investigate mandatory counselling for emergency services workers
in the immediate postdisaster period – particularly in maledominated organisations
Prioritise the needs of all sole adults escaping disasters with small
children
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Recognise that the way men and women act is often the result
of social conditioning and these gendered roles can leave
women at a disadvantage both during and after disasters
Before, during and after disasters, challenge expectations that
men will behave in a defined ‘masculine’ way – encourage
expression of emotion

CHECKLISTS
TO KEEP WOMEN
AND CHILDREN
SAFE AFTER
NATURAL
DISASTERS

Women’s experiences during the Victorian Black
Saturday bushfires were researched by Women’s
Health Goulburn North East (late 2009 to 2011).1
This research provided new insights about how to
keep women and children safer during disasters.

CHECKLIST FOR ...
DISASTER RECOVERY
SERVICES RESPONSIBLE
FOR ASSISTING PEOPLE &
COMMUNITIES AFFECTED
BY EMERGENCIES
(Recovery Coordination Agency:
DHS, Municipal Councils, DPI, Parks
Vic,Centrelink, DIIRD, Rural Finance
Corporati on, Rural Financial Counselling,
hospitals, Community Health, Mental
Health, Victorian Council of Churches,
Red Cross, Salvati on Army, DEECD,
DPC))

Check the DISASTER RESPONSE SERVICES list, as well as ...
Include an agenda item on family violence in regular meetings
of organisations and community recovery committees
Monitor accurate recording of family violence after disasters by
police and other responsible recovery bodies such as a case
management or other system
Investigate ways of supporting men in the aftermath of a
disaster, in the knowledge that they are often reluctant to seek
formal counselling
Offer financial and systemic support for women’s groups postdisaster
Post-disaster, include responsible drinking advertising in community
spaces and hold some community alcohol-free events

Contact Women’s Health Goulburn
North East for more information:
www.whealth.com.au/environmentaljustice

Provide ongoing counselling for families of emergency services
workers
Employ local men and women in paid reconstruction efforts,
and offer a gradual and supported re-entry to the workforce

WOMEN AND DISASTER
SNAPSHOT

4

IN CONCLUSION, WE SUPPORT RECOMMENDATION 65 FROM THE
FINAL REPORT OF THE 2009 VICTORIAN BUSHFIRES ROYAL
COMMISSION:

THE COMMONWEALTH ESTABLISH A NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR BUSHFIRE RESEARCH IN COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AUSTRALIAN JURISDICTIONS
TO SUPPORT PURE, APPLIED AND LONG-TERM
RESEARCH IN THE PHYSICAL, BIOLOGICAL AND
SOCIAL SCIENCES RELEVANT TO BUSHFIRES AND
TO PROMOTE CONTINUING RESEARCH AND
SCHOLARSHIP IN RELATED DISCIPLINES.
(TEAGUE, MCLEOD, & PASCOE, 2010)
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