
ON THE MARCH
Hundreds to take to street to protest violence against women

“WE’VE had enough” 
is the message hundreds 
of women and supporters 
of gender equality and 
violence prevention from 
across North East Victoria 
and the Goulburn Valley 
will bring to Wangaratta 
on Monday, as they march 
to protest violence against 
women. 

Organised by Women’s 
Health Goulburn North 
East (WHGNE), the local 
Women’s March for Justice 
is just one of dozens of 
such marches across the 
nation, all of them ignited 
by recent allegations of rape 
and sexual harassment in 

Federal Parliament.
WHGNE chief executive 

Amanda Kelly said while 
her organisation was 
incensed to see the way 
such allegations were 
being handled by the 
Federal Government, this 
refl ected a broader national 

culture of discrimination 
against women and 
silencing, discrediting and 
disregarding their voices 
and experience.

“What we’re seeing in 
parliament right now is 
enraging and saddening, 
particularly considering 

it is the highest profile 
workplace in the country 
and the seat of our 
democracy, so it should 
be the exemplar when 
it comes to safety for 
women, the prevention 
of violence against 
women, gender equity and 

inclusion,” she said. 
“Instead, it seems that 

our government is doing 
everything it can to avoid 
being accountable for 
what is happening, and 
it’s avoiding implementing 
signifi cant cultural change 
to ensure it doesn’t happen 
again.

 ■ Continued page 3

Hundreds to take to street to 
protest violence against women

ENOUGH: Women’s Health Goulburn North East are leading the local March For Justice on 
Monday, with chief executive off icer Amanda Kelly leading the way.  PHOTO: Kieren Tilly  
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 ■ From page 1
“But this is not just about what has 

happened in Federal Parliament over 
recent weeks; this is about how women 
are treated every single day, in every 
community in Australia.

“This is about the fact that a culture of 
disrespect towards women has taken hold 
of this country. 

“We see this refl ected in the way women 
are spoken about, silenced or talked over or 
excluded in meetings, in the way outdated 
gender stereotypes still govern the way we 
think about what women can or can’t do, or 
what they are or aren’t worthy of.

“We see it in the way that male peer 
relationships in Australia rely on men 
showing their masculinity by being 
disrespectful to women; it has to stop.”

The national series of marches seeks to 
push for three actions to ensure safety and 
justice for women in the political arena: 
an independent review of politicians and 
staff ers exploring experiences of sexual 
harassment and gender-based violence in 
parliaments; immediate Gender Equality 
Audits of all parliaments across Australia; 

and support to enhance the online safety 
for women in politics.

However, Ms Kelly said the march was an 
opportunity for women, men and gender-
diverse people of all life stages from across the 
region to come together to take a stand against 
violence against women, and to call for safety 
and justice for women in all walks of life.

Wangaratta-based state MP Tania Maxwell, 
of the Derryn Hinch Justice Party, said while 
she is unable to attend, she strongly supports 
the march, and praised WHGNE and Amanda 
Kelly for publicly taking a stand.

“Women all around the world who stand 
in solidarity to support each other are to be 
thanked,” she said.

“Women need to be heard and they need 
to be respected - as human beings, this actu-
ally applies to us all.” 

The march will start at 12pm in King 
George Gardens and end at Riverside 
Square, Wangaratta. 

To keep things COVID-safe marchers are 
required to register in advance, wear a face 
mask and bring their own hand sanitiser.

For more information visit www.whealth.
com.au/womens-march-for-justice. 
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