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Our election commitments include $1.46 billion to bring public schools up to the full funding recommended by the Gonski review. This would increase funding for schools across Benambra, allowing them to hire more teachers and support staff with better pay and conditions, reduce class sizes and better support disadvantaged students. It would also mean that we would make public education genuinely free by getting rid of out-of-pocket expenses for things like “voluntary” fees, subject costs and digital devices. Our election commitment also includes $100 million in extra funding for TAFEs, and a guarantee that 70% of government vocational education and training funding goes to TAFEs instead of private providers.
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Rents are going up much faster than wages, which makes it hard for renters to keep up, with women and gender diverse renters often less able to pay. The Greens would make housing more affordable by limiting rent increases to the rate wages increase.
 
We would also build 200,000 public a.nd affordable homes over the next 20 years, including 100,000 new public homes. These would be built wherever there is demand, not just in Melbourne. This will include women’s-specific housing. We have also committed an extra $100 million to homelessness services, and understand that older women, gender diverse people and survivors of family violence are particularly at risk of homelessness
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Our gender equality commitments include:- $15m for greater access to abortion, including in rural areas.- Investing in additional clinical services for trans, gender-diverse and non-binary Victorians.- More funding for the services that women need when they are leaving a family violence  situation, including specialised community legal services ($20m). - A four day working week trial in the public and private sectors, which would reduce gender  inequality in the workplace and at home.
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Our election commitments include developing a long-overdue integrated transport plan for Victoria, which would identify transport priorities. This is likely to include significant improvements to rural buses.We recently announced a ‘Climate Ticket’ that would allow people to travel on public transport across Victoria for free or with significantly reduced fares to reduce carbon emissions and lower the cost-of-living. It would be just $3 a day for full fare travel anywhere in Victoria, $1 for concession, and free for under 21s.We also believe that rural roads need to be maintained properly.
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Our election commitments include a $1 billion per year Zero Extinction Fund. Among other things this would pay for a large-scale program to restore private and public land with weeding, invasive species management, fencing waterways, tree planting and restoring grasslands and wetlands, creating thousands of jobs along the way.We’re committed to increasing Victoria’s Renewable Energy Target to 100% by 2030, and have committed $10 billion to renewables, creating clean green energy and jobs.
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Our integrity commitments include:- Increasing the Independent Broad-Based Anti-Corruption Commission’s powers and  funding.- Creating an independent Parliamentary Integrity Commissioner to oversee MP behaviour.- Implementing campaign spending caps and truth in political advertising laws, and ending  dodgy preference deals.- Publishing ministerial diaries, so we all know who powerful politicians are meeting with.- Establishing real rules and penalties for MPs, Ministers and lobbyists who do the wrong  thing.
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In addition to those outlined in response to the previous questions, other relevant Greens policies and proposals include:- Tackling cost of living through cheaper energy bills from a publicly owned energy retailer,  building more affordable housing and capping rent increases, making public schools  genuinely free and increasing wages for public sector workers by lifting Labor’s wages cap.- Investing in additional clinical services for trans, gender diverse and non-binary Victorians- No more privatisations, so our essential services meet the needs of people, not corporate  profits.- Amending the Equal Opportunity Act to give the Victorian Equal Opportunity Commission  the power to enforce the existing duty to take measures to eliminate sexual harassment  and create a similar enforceable duty to eliminate sexual violence.I encourage you to explore our policies and platforms at https://greens.org.au/vic and if you have any questions please don't hesitate to reach out.




